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Kunapipi is a tri-annual arts magazine with special but not exclusive 
emphasis on the new literatures written in English. It aims to fulfil the 
requirements T.S. Eliot believed a journal should have: to introduce the 
work of new or little known writers of talent, to provide critical evaluation 
of the work of living authors, both famous and unknown, and to be truly 
international. It publishes creative material and criticism. Articles and 
reviews on related historical and sociological topics plus film will also be 
included as well as graphics and photographs. 
The editor invites creative and scholarly contributions. Manuscripts 
should be double-spaced with footnotes gathered at the end, should con-
form to the MHRA (Modern Humanities Research Association) Style 
Sheet. Wherever possible the submission should be on disc (software 
preferably WordPerfect or Macwrite) and should be accompanied by a 
hard copy. 
All correspondence- manuscripts, books for review, inquiries- should 
be sent to: 
Anna Rutherford 
Editor- KUNAPIPI 
Department of English 
University of Aarhus 
8000 Aarhus C 
Denmark 
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3 years: DKK400 I £40 I US$90 I AUS$120 I CAN$120 
Institutions: 1 year: DKK300 I £30 I US$60 I AUS$90 I CAN$90 
Please note that if payment is made in currencies other than Danish 
kroner or by Eurocheque, the equivalent of DKKSO must be added to 
cover banking costs. 
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Kunapipi refers to the Australian Aboriginal myth of the Rainbow Serpent 
which is the symbol both of creativity and regeneration. The journal's 
emblem is to be found on an Aboriginal shield from the Roper River area 
of the Northern Territory in Australia. 
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This volume celebrates first of all the Commonwealth Writers Prize recently judged in 
Singapore. It celebrates not just the winners but all the creative artists throughout the 
Commonwealth. ln her report on the prize Rosemary Serensen, editor of Australian Book 
Review, added a further comment to Michael Ondaa~e's remark that the prize pulls out 
of obscurity- for just a moment - books and writers who may otherwise never be read 
outside their own country. Beyond this result Rosemary suggested there is a ripple 
effect that may be just one of the few lines wrinkling the boringly smooth surface of a 
publishing culture threatened with increasing banality as multinational conglomerates 
'rationalise' the market and regional difference becomes irrelevant. If regional differ-
ences exist anywhere they exist within the Commonwealth, and writers throughout the 
Commonwealth owe a great debt to the Commonwealth Foundation for inaugurating 
and continuing to support this prize. 
The topic for the final plenary session at Nanyang University, which hosted the prize, 
was 'Where is the Commonwealth Novel Going?' About the only agreement that could 
be reached was with the Australian poet and critic Syd Harrex's remark that as all the 
people set off once more they would carry with them all the different versions of the 
Commonwealth novel back to their countries of origin. 
Thinking of that remark it seemed appropriate to make the literature of travel and 
exploration another feature of this issue. The travels have taken us far, the articles and 
creative material range from one end of the world to the other, from New Zealand to 
the Outer Hebrides, and represent, we hope, the wealth and variety to be found within 
the cultural world of the Commonwealth. 
This issue has been gues, edited by Lars Jensen and Mette Jergensen, two fonner 
graduates of the English Department at the University of Aarhus. I am very grateful to 
them for taking on this task. 
ANNA RUTHERFORD 
